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March has come and gone, 
leaving  the first quarter of 
2016 with a list of flotilla 
successes.  The names of 
participating members are 
being carefully documented 
to see who will be the recip-

ient of the Spirit Award announced for 2016.  
 
Many thanks to John Mezynski, Robert Falsetti, 
Stephen Pstrak. Barbara Burchfield and William 
Hayes (Flotilla 12-1 Lake Marion) for helping 
me at the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic.  Our  
representation to the public was well received 
over the three day event, March 18-20. 
 
Boat crew classes are progressing along and we 
anticipate 5 to 7 crew certifications and re-
certifications this year.  There is considerable 
study time and practical learning involved, fol-
lowed by a Qualification Examination of 
knowledge and skill.  Becoming boat crew quali-
fied is a big undertaking and commitment for 
anyone, especially members who are working 
fulltime and have families.  We are adjusting our 
schedule to fit their needs as much as possible.   
 
Looking ahead, flotilla representation is needed 
for these major events: 
 

 Ft. Jackson Safety Stand-down, April 19 
 Boon Deployment, Charleston, May 14-15 
 About Boating Safety course, May 21 
 National Safe Boating Week, May 21-27 
 Paddle Benders Race, June 4 
 Peach Festival Parade, July 4 
 Great Portage Race, July 30 
 
USCG Station Charleston is hosting an Open 
House on May 21, the start of NSBW.  Auxiliary 
members and their families are  invited to attend.  
 

District 7 is conducting a survey “Auxiliary De-
ployment Availability”  for Auxiliary personnel 
and   equipment   in   the  event  of   a   large-scale  

Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 

Incident Command System (ICS) event.  The 
Incident Management Team (IMT) may initiate 
deployment  based on the members qualifica-
tions, certifications and ICS ratings.  The sur-
vey being conducted is to identify those Auxil-
iary assets and their availability for deploy-
ment.  

 
New Personnel Protective Equipment (PPE) 
will be assigned to boat crew members prior to 
the compliance date of June 1.  Station Charles-
ton will hold a three hour Rescue and Survival 
Workshop for RSS Officers to help maintain and 
account for all Rescue and Survival Equipment .   
 
The absence of awards, certifications and ID 
card renewals from the Director of Auxiliary 
(DIRAUX) office remains a problem.  We have 
not received anything for three months.  Your 
patience is appreciated and commendable.  
 
Scott Iverson,  Flotilla Vice Commander, will 
conduct the April 25 flotilla meeting and train-
ing with the assistance of Al Crothers, FSO-MT.   
Check your email for announcements of the 
meeting, training and other important infor-
mation.  
 
Barbara and I will be in Florida volunteering at 
Sun‘nFun International  Fly-in and Expo for 
part of the time.  This year Sun’nFun is paying 
tribute to America’s Armed Forces and we are 
proud to be a part of it.  



 

 

 

Guest Speaker  Sgt. Troy Livingston at March 
28 Flotilla Meeting  

 
Sgt. Troy Livingston, 
Senior Marine Officer, 
Lexington County 
Sheriff’s Department, 
was Guest Speaker at 
Flotilla 12-3 meeting 
on March 28. He 
briefed us on the 
LCSD Marine Patrol 
Unit activities, con-
tact information, per-
sonnel and equip-
ment at Lake Murray.  

LCSD and Flotilla 12-3 jointly assist in provid-
ing safety zones for community lake events.  
 
Sgt. Livingston is a certified instructor for the 
National Association of Boating  Law Adminis-
trators (NASBLA) Boat  Operations and Train-
ing  (BOAT) Program.   In March he conducted 
the first-ever BOAT program on Lake Murray 
with about 24 officers, emergency medical, and 
fire rescue personnel.   
 
Source: http://www.nasbla.org/boat 
 

The Boat Operations and Training (BOAT) Pro-
gram establishes a U.S. Coast Guard recognized 
national standard for the training, qualification, 
credentialing and typing of marine law enforce-
ment and emergency first responders. Adoption 
and implementation of the program provides a 
true national standard for maritime interopera-
bility at all government levels. Standardization 
ensures maritime agencies can interact togeth-
er and will bolster their ability to act as force 
multipliers nationwide.    
 
Adapted from the U.S. Coast Guard’s Boat Forc-
es training framework, the BOAT Program is 
comprised of vital maritime training and man-
agement components, including system policy, 
training and qualification process,     Boat Crew 
qualification tasks, program manager roles & 
responsibilities, Boat Crew currency mainte-
nance and documentation requirements. 

Welcome New Auxiliary Liaison (AUXLO)   
  
BM1 Mahire A’Giza  
attended the March 
28 flotilla meeting 
with BM3 Nicholas 
Feliciano from USCG 
Station Charleston.  
 
BM1 A’Giza is the 
new Auxiliary Liai-
son from Station 
Charleston, replacing 
BM1 Travis Rogers 
who will transfer to Mobile, Alabama in the near 
future.   
 
Originally from Los Angeles, Calif, he is the 
youngest of five children.  He joined the U.S. 
Coast Guard in 2003, after working two years as 
an Emergency Medical Technician.  Having com-
pleted Recruit Basic Training, he was assigned as 
a Seaman Apprentice and Seaman to the Coast 
Guard Cutter Midgett out of Seattle, Washington. 
 
In 2004 he graduated as a Third Class Petty Of-
ficer from Boatswain’s Mate “A” School.   From 
there he was assigned to a three year tour on the 
CGC Sherman in Alameda, California where he 
advanced to a Second Class Petty Officer.  
 
His next transfer took him to Jacksonville, Flori-
da for assignment on CGC Kingfisher for a re-
warding two years, and then to Coast Guard Sta-
tion South Padre Island, Texas for three years.  
He advanced to First Class Officer at SPI, and was 
transferred overseas to Patrol Forces Southwest 
Asia on the CGC Monomoy.  Having completed a 
year of overseas duty, BM1 A’Giza transferred to 
USCG Station Charleston in 2014 for a four year 
assignment.   
 
A hearty welcome to BM1 A’Giza as AUXLO and 
we look forward to seeing him at Lake Murray 
and in Charleston.   
 
Our sincere thanks and best wishes to BM1 Rog-
ers on his transfer to Mobile and new assign-
ment .  We’ll miss you. 

Photos by John Mezynski 

http://www.nasbla.org/boat


 

 

 

 
 

Communications__________________________ 
Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM 
 
Radio communication was the subject of the boat 
crew class on March 13.  We learned about the 
types of radios, functions and uses, frequencies, 
and how to communicate with others.  Talking on 
the radio involves more than just talking. It  is a 
learned skill applying knowledge and courtesy. 
Proficiency comes with practice.  
 
 
There will be a HUREX 
(Hurricane Exercise) message 
district wide.  Answer your 
phones and emails! 
 
When: Monday, April 18, 2016 12:00am to 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 12:00am 
 

Communication Services________________ 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 
 
Updated information on the flotilla website 
“What’s New” page  includes a 2016 WearIt! 
public service announcement video featuring  
Shaw Grigsby, Bassmaster elite angler and host 
of One More Cast, along with some silly fish en-
joying a day on the water.  Click on the photo 
below to see the funny new PSA. 

 

Program Visitation_______________________ 
Robert Falsetti 
 
There are nine RBS-PV in our flotilla and we 
have completed 40+ program visits so far.  PV 
visits are recorded on Form 7046 in the Forms 
Warehouse.   

 

http://forms.cgaux.org/ 
 

Remember  the truism:  
“If it isn’t in AuxData, it never happened.”  

Member Training_________________________ 
Allen Crothers, FSO-MT 
 
Information Systems training was held at the 
March 28 flotilla meeting.   

 
2016 is the year you MUST complete the AUXMT 
(mandated courses) in order to maintain your 
qualifications and participate in Auxiliary pro-
grams. The videos/.pdf files/self-certification 
forms located on the National Training Direc-
torate Mandated Training web page are the best 
ways to proceed with completion of the AUXMT 
courses.  

 Those files can be found using this web link: 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-
DEPT&category=mandated-training 

 

Please let me know if you are having issues or 
need help with taking/completing the courses. 
We can work something out so you can complete 
the mandated courses get the proper credit for 
completion. 

http://forms.cgaux.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ayco_kVAaQ&feature=youtu.be
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=mandated-training
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=mandated-training


 

 

 

Public Education___________________________ 
Scott Iverson, FSO-PE 
 
Our next About Boating Safely (ABS) course will 
be Saturday, May 21, 2016, the start of National 
Safe Boating Week.  This course will be held  at 
the Hollow Creek Community Center, 2701 
Priceville Rd., Gilbert 29054 on the south side of 
Lake Murray.   
 
 

Modern Marine Navigation  

Called the gold standard of navigation courses, 
MMN was released in March  in partnership with 
Boat US Foundation.  This is the only navigation 
course offered anywhere that has been com-
pletely vetted by the U. S. Coast Guard Naviga-
tion Center.   

http://www.boatus.org/navigation/ 

 

 

 

 

MMN includes downloadable materials, charts, 
voyage plans and a large collection of navigation 
reference sources.   

You can preview the online Modern Marine Nav-
igation course on the BoatUS webpage before 
you purchase it.   Click on the photo below to 
watch a short video previewing the course.  

  

 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray 

  
Boating Safety Class - Saturday, MAY 21 

8:30am – 4:00pm in the Gilbert area 

  
Contact Scott Iverson  (910) 818-1558 

vikingwaters7@gmail.com 

Visit us online at  
www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com 

To receive 10% discount enter  

PROMO CODE  0701203   

Public Afairs________________________________ 
Bill Lindsay, FSO-PA 
 
Public Affairs  Directorate announced 2016 contests  
in four major subjects: 
 

1. Publications   
2. Projects & Activities 
3. Photos 
4. Video 

 
Flotilla 12-3 is gifted with some very talented writ-
ers and photographers, so please don’t hesitate to 
enter this national contest.   
 
Specific details for submitting your entries are  listed 
on the National Public Affairs  webpage.  
 
All submissions to any contest category should be 
between 01 May 2015 – 01 May 2016.  Entries must 
be submitted by 1 June 2016.   The winning entries 
will be announced at  the Auxiliary National Confer-
ence (NACON) Aug. 24-27, 2016, in Phoenix, AZ. 
 

Enter to win  
the PA contest 
  

 
 
 
See the news release and photos in this newsletter of 
Flotilla 12-3 and Lake Murray Association submitted 
to area  the local media, including online and printed 
publications, radio and community newsletters.   
 
 

http://www.boatus.org/navigation/
mailto:vikingwaters7@gmail.com
http://www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_-ZV3YMFpA&feature=youtu.be
http://auxpa.cgaux.org/CreativeServicesDocs/PAContests2016.pdf


 

 

 

Diversity____________________________________ 
Stephen Pstrak, FSO-DV 
 
Diversity is about acknowledging differences 
and adapting practices to create an inclusive en-
vironment in which diverse skills, perspectives 
and backgrounds are valued.  
 
It is about understanding the individual differ-
ences among our members that arise from a 
broad range of backgrounds and lifestyles, and 
recognizing the value of using those different 
perspectives and ideas to enhance the quality 
and outcomes of our mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additionally, diversity means accepting, wel-
coming and valuing the differences inherent in 
every individual and recognizing the contribu-
tion that a diverse membership can make to 
our organizational effectiveness and operation-
al performance. 
 
Source:  USCG Auxiliary Diversity website 

 

Vessel Examinations________ _____________ 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 
 
We have completed over 100 ves-
sel safety checks so far this year.  I 
would like to thank Festus Burch-
field, Barbara Burchfield and Ken-
ny Uschelbec for joining me at the 
two Fort Jackson  locations on March 8 and 22.  
 
Since we have used 2/3 of our allocated VSC de-
cal supplies, we requested  additional decals for 
the coming boating season.  
 
We completed 132 vessel exams in 2015.  If eve-
ry VE completes 5 vessel safety checks each from 
now on, we will exceed last year’s record.  
 

“Moving Beyond Simple Tolerance” 
 

Promoting an inclusive atmosphere of acceptance and respect and creating an environment which 
fosters an appreciation of the values, skills and abilities of each individual member.  

 

Our diversity is shaped by a 
variety of characteristics 
including age, ethnicity, 
gender, disability, language, 
religious beliefs, life stages, 
education, career, sexual 
orientation, personality and 
marital status.  

Operations_______________________________ 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
Two on-water training events took place in 
March, the first patrols of the year.  We conduct-
ed anchoring, GPS, Man Overboard drills, radio 
communications and line handling exercises.  On-
water training will resume in May.  
 
In March a very high pollen count, as witnessed 
anywhere and everywhere, created an equally 
high allergy season.  Being outside in it was a real 
challenge.  
 
PPE gear assignments for boat crew members 
will take place prior to June 1.  Training for care 
and handling of the equipment  will be conducted  
when we receive the PPE and assign it to mem-
bers.  

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=D-DEPT


 

 

 

Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic 

Visiting our boating safety booth at the Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic on March 18 was a trio of SC DNR 
top officials. From left, Captain Robert  McCullough, Director, Office of Media and Outreach; Alvin A. 
Taylor, Director Of SC DNR; and Colonel Chisolm Frampton, leader of the S.C. Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) Law Enforcement Division.  Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Commander 12-3 Lake Murray 
also serves as State Liaison Officer-South Carolina (SLO-SC) since 2009.    Photos by Barbara Burchfield. 

An estimated 50,000 people came to the Palmet-
to Sportsmen’s Classic in Columbia over the 
three day  weekend of March 18-20.  Flotilla 12-3 
boating safety booth was strategically located in 
the Ellison Building with DNRs numerous booths 
and display.   
 
Besides handing out safety literature and an-
swering many questions, our members offered 
information about the Auxiliary and told people 
about our community support activities.   Our 
attendance at PSC increased public awareness of 
the USCG Auxiliary, Flotilla 12-3 and its missions. 

 
Photo left: Robert Falsetti, Festus Burchfield and 
John Mezynski staffed the Flotilla safety booth at 
Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic in Columbia.  



 

 

 

 
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK DECAL CHECKLIST  
Ask a Vessel Examiner which items are applicable for your vessel on the lake and on the coast. 

1. Display of Number 

2. Registration/Documentation 

3. Personal Flotation Devices (PFD) 

4. Visual Distress Signals (VDS) 

5. Fire Extinguishers 

6. Ventilation 

7. Backfire Flame Arrester 

8. Sound Producing Device/Bell 

9. Navigation Lights 

10. Pollution Placard 

11. MARPOL Trash Placard 

12. Marine Sanitation Devices 

13. Navigation Rules 

14. State and/or Local Requirements 

15. Overall Vessel Condition: as applies 

 c.  Deck Free of Hazards/Clean Bilge 

 b. Electrical - Fuel Systems 

 C. Galley - Heating Systems 

 
With our Virtual Vessel Safety Check 
feature,  boat owners can answer a 
series of questions to check their 
vessels for compliance.   
 
To check your own kayak, canoe, row 
boat or paddle craft for compliance, 
visit Paddle Craft VSC.  
 
For a real live Vessel Examiner to 
check your vessel for safety equip-
ment and receive a safety decal,  go 
to I Want a VSC. 
 
There are no fines, no penalties and 
no reports if your vessel does not 
pass the safety check. 
 
Safety starts with you and your boat! 

VE Kenny Uschelbec removes an old VSC decal  during a 
safety check. Photo by John Mezynski, FSO-VE 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=virtual-safety-check
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=paddle-craft
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=V-DEPT&category=i-want-a-vsc


 

 

 

The first on-water training patrol of the year took place on March 17, 2016 
from SouthShore Marina at Lake Murray.  Unfortunately, it was also the same day that pollen 
exploded in the air, covering virtually everything with a layer of yellow.  Why is this notable?  
There are items on the GAR Risk Assessment Model (Green-Amber-Red) relating to crew fitness 
and the environment.  In this case, allergies and its effects can cause a crew member a lot of dis-
comfort - which it did on this day.  Our GAR score was raised, however since we were still “in the 
green” we accomplished our training mission.   

The GAR Risk Assessment Model assesses the 
primary mission elements and is completed by 
the entire crew.  Since each crew member sees 
risk a little different, input and discussion from 
each crew member results in a more accurate 
evaluation of mission risk.   

( Each item scores 0-10. 
Added together = GAR score 

1 - 23 24-44 45-60 

SUPERVISION    

PLANNING    

CREW SELECTION    

CREW FITNESS    

ENVIRONMENT    

EVENT COMPLEXITY    

Photo by Barbara Burchfield 



 

 

 

The Auxiliary Musician (AUXMU) Program 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) has been 
signed by the Chief Director of Auxiliary.  This 
document culminates close and extensive 
work between Auxiliary grass-roots interests 
that launched the initiative, Auxiliary national 
leadership, and the Coast Guard Band.  It pro-
vides programmatic structure through which 
Auxiliary musicians can qualify and perform 
authorized musical activities. 
 
The AUXMU SOP can be found on the Coast 
Guard Office of  Auxiliary and Boating Safety
(CG-BSX-1) web site at: AUXMU SOP  and on 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary web site at the A-
Department :  Auxiliary Music  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Auxiliarists who are currently ac-
tive musicians or who are interested in the 
program but need to "brush up" on previously 
proficient musical skills should contact the 
program manager AND enter their infor-
mation into the Auxiliary Skills Bank so that 
music program leaders can create email lists 
for disseminating AUXMU program infor-
mation.  Within Skills Bank, musical skills can 
be uploaded in three categories under "Arts, 
Design, and Entertainment and Media Occupa-
tions."  The categories are "Music Directors 
and Composers," "Musicians and Singers," and 
"Entertainers and Performers." 

Source:  Chief Director of Auxiliary (CHDIRAUX)  1/31/2016 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Public Affairs photo 

 
District Commodore Robert 
Weskerna announced in the 
Spring 2016 issue of The 
Breeze publication that USCG 
Auxiliary District 7 set several 
records in 2015. 
 
Members invested in over 
900,000 hours of volunteer 
time in performing Recreational Boating Safety 
(RBS)  missions and Coast Guard support missions 
- setting an all time high record! 
 
RBS missions exceeded all expectations with the 
best ever performance recorded in AUXDATA or 
AUXMIS: 
 
 Public Education 

 Almost 14,000 PE graduates in the district ac-
counted for over 31 percent of all graduates 
across all 16 Auxiliary Districts.  
 

 Program Visits 
The best record ever for District 7 with over 
23,000 safety visits. 
 

 Vessel Safety Checks - Paddle Craft 
Paddle Craft vessel safety checks went up 55% 
over 2014.   
 

 Vessel Safety Check program 
 A grand total of 25,616 vessel safety checks 
were performed, falling  just short of the 2014 
highest record in the history of District 7.  

 
 

BRAVO ZULU, SHIPMATES! 

http://www.uscg.mil/auxiliary/publications/SOPs/AUXMU-SOP-21JAN16.PDF
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=A-DEPT&category=auxiliary-music


 

 

 

 
 

News Release          March 1,  2016 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Honors Lake Murray Association 
 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Lake Murray honored the Lake Murray Association in a brief ceremony at its 

meeting on Monday, February 29, at Flotilla Island. 

 

LMA President Dave Landis received a Certificate of Appreciation from Festus Burchfield, Flotilla Com-

mander, for support of the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 12-3 Lake Murray and its mission to promote 

recreational boating safety.  The certificate was presented to Landis with a limited edition flotilla coffee cup 

and letter of appreciation.  

 

 

 

As guest speaker at the Coast Guard Auxiliary meeting, Landis relayed the history of LMA as a non-profit 

organization and its efforts with the lake licensing, water quality, safety and special events over the years.   

 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 12-3 and Lake Murray Association have partnered many years with Clem-

son University Extension Service for the annual 4H2O water day camp program for students age 10-12, 

providing safety education, lake knowledge and fun.  

 

Lake Murray Association has a long distinguished history of supporting safety for all users on Lake Mur-

ray, whether they are residential, commercial or recreational users. Lake Murray Coast Guard Auxiliary is 

an active member of the Lake Murray Safety Consortium, an important alliance of safety advocates, spon-

sored by LMA.  Other members include Lake Murray Power Squadron, South Carolina Department of 

Natural Resources, the County Sheriff’s Departments including Richland and Lexington Marine Patrol 

Units, SCE&G and others.  LMA and LMSC sponsored the 2014 and 2015 recreational boating fatalities 

memorial services held in Lexington and continues to promote safety awareness in the community.  

 
Article by Barbara Burchfield, Public Affairs Specialist III.  Photo by John Mezynski, FSO-VE, Flotilla 12-3. 



 

 

 

Coast Guard Commandant Calls for 
Manpower Plus Up 
 
 

While many military service branches as 
grappling with manpower cuts, the Coast 
Guard is looking to expand, Commandant 
Adm. Paul Zukunft said Tuesday. 
 
Speaking at the U.S. Capitol as he delivered his 
service's annual State of the Coast Guard ad-
dress, Zukunft paraphrased a line from the 
1975 classic "Jaws". 
 
"Looking at the challenges we're facing in the 
world today: ladies and gentlemen, you're go-
ing to need a bigger Coast Guard," he said. 
 
Zukunft added that he was directing a Coast 
Guard Manpower Requirements Plan to de-
velop a force size that took into account cur-
rent strategy and risk management. At 88,000 
strong, the service, which falls under the De-
partment of Homeland Security, is by far the 
smallest of the uniformed services. 
 
An updated growth strategy will also allow 
the service to develop a Cyber Task Force, Zu-
kunft said, which will turn the Coast Guard's 
cyber strategy into an operational arm of the 
service. 
 
"As we move forward, duty to people will take 
shape in a number of ways across our organi-
zation," he said. "You are going to see mission, 
service and individual level changes to best 
align our talent with demand in the 21st cen-
tury." 
 
At the Coast Guard academy, Zukunft said, the 
classes of 2018 and 2019 were the most di-
verse of the school's 150-year history, with 40 
percent female students and 33 percent un-
derrepresented minorities.  READ MORE 
 
 
Feb. 23, 2016 - Article by Hope Hodge Seck  
Adm. Paul F. Zukunft (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty 
Officer 2nd Class Patrick Kelley) 

Save the date! 

NACON IS COMING 

USCG Auxiliary National Convention 

Put this on your calendar!  NACON will be held 
at Arizona Grand Hotel Resort in Phoenix from 
Aug. 24-27 this year. 

 
 

Adm. Paul F. Zukunft (U.S. Coast Guard photo by Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Patrick Kelley) 

http://www.military.com/daily-news/2016/02/23/coast-guard-commandant-calls-for-manpower-plus-up.html


 

 

 

Boat Crew Class  Feb. 28 

This class featured safety and survival equipment, a recap of 
the previous class and each member demonstrating proficiency 
with lines and knots.  Thanks to Bob Falsetti for the use of his 
neighborhood club house where the training was conducted.   
 
Photo left:  Bob Falsetti and Festus Burchfield work with lines.  
Photo left middle: Barbara Burchfield shares a light moment 
with Kenny Uschelbec who is handling the working end of the 
line while someone simulates being the boat.  Photo left 
bottom:  Kenny Uschelbec attempts to fend off the camera as 
he tries on a  PFD.   Photo below:  Rebecca Connelly and Hiroko 
Bowen are taking a happy moment for their success in getting 
the anti-exposure coveralls on.  Photos by John Mezynski. 


